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Jer 0d 14] 


Thet will the Lord be zealous 2 bs 
Tana, Conc ht hes, 4 


- HEN the Inhgbitan Wn 
Were invplved in a gill gri6vouy 
Calamity, aſcribed by ſome ta 
oyorſſ Army ef Locuſtg and 
venemous Inſacts, which had deftrgy'd. all. the 
Fruits of the Earth; but Ne others imputed 
to the hoſtile Og e 
which bad an bret 
Deſolation in obs, La: The, Prophet ; 15 
under this gen the ha 


bitants_ to gay ole 
Aſſembly; 14 enjoh * . 3 
Contrition © of Ren l their würd 
Supplications unto God, that He would 17 5 
to withdraw his Puni ts rem 

not offer the a to 18 thro N 
inſulting Reproaches againſt themꝭ by ſaying, 


where is 11490! ther; Gd; aſſuring them; chat 
the Alavighty,' a5 if aftotted hinfelf'by theſe: Rev 


flegions, will then be round up to reſcue his 
B | Name 


? 


1 
Name hs Derifion, and his People. from | 
Calamity "or, as" it 18 more ener th 


by the Prophet himſetf,- Y Mer 
Jealous for bis Land, and pity his Prople.. 


I hall take Occaſion from theſe Words, 


Firſt, To: enlarge on the Duty of publick 

Hurniliation, in a Time W ee or other gene- 
ral Calamity. 
Secondly, 1 ſhall entertain your Minds with 
thoſe reaſoriable Hopes of Succefs, which may 
be yu; appr wart our r of | Applicaigie unto 
God. 

"Thirdly ; * The more Kong to inforce the 
Necelley of Humillation, and, by that mearis, 
the mote effectually 1 to engage the Aſfiſtance of 
Fleaven in our Favour, I ſhall tepreſent to you 
the imminent Dangers, which have lately threa- 
ten d us both Abroad and at Home, 40 which 
m muſt ſtill threaten us in a State of War. 5H 
Laſth, I ſhall conclude with an Application 
or two une to the Occaſion of the 8 Poe 
ur. | : 


Nit, 1 ſhall nl on the bay of public 
a, 


K 


Whenever a Nation i is rd or thee 
with any publick Calamity; ' a publick Humilia- 


3 3 


non is wiſely and religiouſiy order M by che, State, 
to mitigate the Anger and avert the Judgments 
of God. Prayer and Faſting are not Directions 
vain and indifferent in themſelves; they are not 
the Ordinances of earthly Powers alone; they 
are the Appointments of God himſelf, who re- 
quires us in all his Chaſtiſements, whether of 
a publick or private Nature, not to harden our- 
ſelves under them, or to truſt entirely to Human 
Means, but to humble ourſelves before. Him by 
Abſtinence and Mortification; that our Souls, 
being free from all, Clogs and Incumbrances, 
may be the better fitted and prepared for the 
pureſt and moſt exalted, Devotions. The Al- 
mighty, by a Train of Maſerics, ;can fufficiently 
humble Mankind, whenever He pleaſes; he cap 
ſink them from the Height of Felicity to the 
loweſt, Depth, of Miſery, and leave them, like 


the Ground ; but he chuſes 
2 Ie Copar all Ns Fes 


of his om to call upon them to proſtrate 
themſelves with all Sarrow of Heart beſore 
Him, and tb deprecate his Judgments; wich 
a Confeſſion of their own Weakneſs and Im- 
potence, and with a Reliance on that Sovereign 
Power, which. alone can eſtablim or over- 
throw States and | Kingdoms, prolong wie 
. of War, or haſten che Bleflings of 


„That the Ocdinapges f this Day m 


Foes the more religioully obſerved by us, let me 
B 3 remind 


( + ] 

cemind you, Mt they are hot ſmall of inconſide- 

table Bleffings, the Continuation whereof we are 
met to inplore from Heaven; they are the in- 
valuable Hleffings of Property, Liberty, and Re- 
gion, which two formidable Powers ate com- 
bihed to take away from us; and formidable in- 
deed they are, with regard to the Extent of theit 
Dominlons, the Numbers of their People, the 
Largeneſt of their Treafures, and the Nearneſt 
ol their Situation to us. Is it not cherefore high 
Time for a Nation to rife up, and flee for Sue- 
cour with one Accord to the Almighty Dilpofer 
and Arbiter of Kingdoms and Empires, and in- 
treat Him for this hls Land; That our Enes 
mies may not come, and tate away both our Pluer 
and Nation ? (as it is expreſß d in Jh xi. 49.) 
Self- Pre ſer vation is a Duty, which we owe to 
Ourſelves, to our Families, to our Coutmtry: 
We are therefore under an indliſpenfible Obliga- 
tion, in the humbleſt and moſt earneſt Man- 
ner, to implore the Aſſiſtance of Heaven, with- 
out which there can be no Safety, no Protec- 
tien for us. And laſtly, let me obſerve, that it 
is not with us, as with other Countries, where 
the Royal Family may be chang'd, without 
any Violation to the Laws, Cuſtoms, ' Liber- 
ties, or Temples ; Every Proteſtant of this Na- 
tion has a Share and Concetn in the preſent 
Government: The Men who have no Property, 


151 
have yet Their Liberty, which they now. en- 
joy, to deſend, and Their | Religions; which . 
they profeſs, to ahaintain. Slavery am Poverty 
are two very dreadful: Companions in human 
Life; and theſe will fall to the Lot of Every 
Man, under un arbitrary Power; which the 
Greateſt, of us will not be ſtrong enough to refit, 
nor the Moaneſt of us too lo to) eſcape. Let 
all of us therefore, from the higheſt do the 
loweſt, contribute, by our Prayers and ſeaſonable 
Repentance, to the firm and laſting Support of 
our excellent and happy Conſtitution both in 
Church and State. And that we are likely by 
theſe Mothods to contribute to thoſe good Pur- 
Ne. will, I doubt ths * W 1 


* Aa ho cither ditbelirve a Pro- 
vidence or diſregard it, imagine, no doubt, that 
all publick Affairs may go on ſucceſsfully enough 
2 Means of — oreſight and Proviſion, 

or by the Power of numerous Alliances and 
Armies, whether the Duties of Prayer and 
Faſting are perform'd-| or not. They them- 
ſelves have neither faſted nor prayed ; and yet 
the Enemy has not prevail d over this Kingdom: 
Either ſome lucky Accident; or ſuperiour Bra- 
very and Conduct, in their Opinion, has hither- 
to preſerved and defended tus. As willing as 1 


am to extol the Bravery of this Nation, and do 
Juſtice 


* 


18 
Juſtice to the Councils of it, our Reaſon, 
our Experience, the Conſciouſneſs of our very 
Being, forbid us to exclude the Interpoſi- 
tion of Providence, or to reſt in the Sufficiency 
of human Power ; £4] tho' this Nation is no 
way indebted to thoſe. Scoffers of Religion for its 
Preſervation, how much ſoever it may be for its 
Dangers and Calamities ; yet confident I am, that 
the publick Humiliation of pious Believers, ob- 
ſerved every Year from the Commencement of 
this War, has engaged the Almighty in our 
Favour, and: thereby contributed more to our 
Defence, than all our refined Policies and mili- 
tary Preparations. What the wiſe Son of Sirach 
ſays of "As of Charity, may very well be 
applied to Acts of Humiliation : They fight for 
us againſt our Enemies, better than a mighty Shield 
or flrong Spear. Eccleſ.. xxix. 13. I would not 
| be underſtood, as if human Means were to be 
neglected or diſregarded ; they are appointed 
by God himſelf to be employ'd : But all the 
Means, that can be uſed, will not promote our 
ducceſs without the interpoſing Power of the 
Almighty, which is to be obtain'd by our Hu- 
mility and Devotion. Our Unbelievers them- 
| ſelves ſhall ſtand convicted by the Authority of 
an heathen Poet, who teaches the ſame Doc- 
trine in the following Words, addreſs'd to the 
City of Rome, Diis te minorem quod geris, im- 


rr 3 Plainly and beautifully obſerving to that 
warlike 


C 7 } 


warlike People, that the Submiſſion, - which the 


Kingdoms of the World paid to Them, was 
primarily to be aſcribed to the Obedience, which 
they themſelves paid to the Gods. The like 
Obedience I would recommend to the One true 
God, by the Service of whom we fhall- be 
able to chaſtiſe the Inſolence of our Enemies on 
the Contine nt, and 1 our Fa on 
ee Ocean. RET 


There are various inſtartes, wherein Gol Wa 
gratified the 'Wiſhes and Defires of his faithful 
Worſhippers, not fot Themſelves only, but for 
Others. Tt was owing to the Intreaty of Moſes, 
that God was pleaſed” to avert the threaten d 
Deſtruction againſt the Children of ue /; 
Pf. cvi. 23. So be ſaid be would have deftroyed 
them, had not Moſes bis Choſen fiood before bim in 
the Gap, to turn away his aorathful Indignation, 
t he ſhould deflroy them. It was the Piety of 
St. Paul, which preſerved all the Men, who ac- 
companied him in the Ship, from periſhing by. 
Water; Acts xxvil. 24. Fear not, Paul, thou 
muſt be brought before Ceſar ; and Io ! God hath 
given thee all them that ſail with thee. If there- 
fore the Sanctity of particular Perſons will avail 
with God'to beſtow his ſaving Mercy on. others, 
the Supplications of Many will. draw down 
more abundant Bleſſings. It is with Devotions, 
as It is with Forces, they become the more pre- 

valent 


(8 ] 


valent by being united. When a Nation joins | 


With one Heart and one Voice in their Requeſts, 


to God, He will gladly lay hold on the Oc» 
caſion to ſtay his Hand, tho' lifted: up for 
Deſtruction, and will ſuffer a pious Aſſembly, 
ſurraunding his Throne, to wreſt as it were the 
Vengeance out of his Hands, and will capitulate 
with us for our Safety on the Ferms of our Hu- 
miliation. The larger Number there is of 
faithful Supplicants, the greater Room there is 
for the diffufive Goodneſs of God to diſplay it- 
ſelf; and the more He can, conliftently with 
his Juſtice, extend his Mercy to eng He 
. the more in the Exerciſe of it. 


. "Wk und Deliverances are to be 
wrought by the Duties of Prayer and Faſting, 
we may gather from the Caſe of the Perſon poſ- 

ſieis d with an evil Spirit, which the Diſciples, 
good as they were, could not eject; and when 
it was afterwards caſt out by our Saviour, they 
atk'd him, why they, whom He had endued 
with the Power of working various. Miracles, 
were not able to effect This. He faid unto 
them, This kind can came forth by nut hing but by 
Prayer and Faſting. Mark ix. 29. plainly i in- 
timating, that ' when an uncommon of 
Favour and Aſſiſtance is implored of Heaven, 
an 8 N of 8 — towards 
45 | God 
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God, and Faith in him, is expected, is pre- 
ſcribed, is aſſured of Succeſs. There are other 
Spirits to be caſt out, beſides thoſe which torment 
the Body: The evil Spirit of Ambition, ſo pre- 
dominant. in a neighbouring Kingdom ; the ty- 
rannical Spirit of Papal Power, which has been 
gaining Poſſeſſion inſenſibly even in this. King- 
dom; theſe are to be humbled' and ejected, and 
will be fo effectually, when the Spirit of Licen- 


tiouſneſs, Pride, Prophaneneſs and Infidelity 
| ate W N from amongſt ourſelves. | 


"God:hes depn pleated to point out to us the 
Methods, which will remove his Indignation, 
and conſequently the Calamities apprehended 
from it, in the very Chapter out of which 
my Text is taken, 7% fl. 12. Turn unto me, 
faith the Lord, to the diſtreſſed Inhabitants. of 
Judah, with all your Hearts and with Faſting - 
And at the 17th. Verſe, . Let the Priefts, the 
Miniſters of the Lard, weep between the Porch 
and the Altar ; and kt. them ſay, ſpare thy People | 
0 Lord, and g give not thing Heritage fo. Repraach, 
that the Heathen foul rule over them ; uber ore 
ſhould they ſay among the People, where is tbeir 
God? Then will the Lard be. jealous far bis Land, 
and pity his People. This is the Succeſs, which 
the Prophet, commiſſion'd. by God, had Autho- 
rity. to promiſe to the People of Judab, upon 
their Humiliation : And the like Succeſs we may 
C promiſe 


C wo ] 


| promiſe ourſelves upon our own, from the ins. 


variable Nature of God's Goodneſs, and his gra- 


cious Declarations in holy Scripture. I will not 


go ſo far as to draw a Parallel betwixt our Ene- 
mies and the Heathens; tho' the Doctrines, as 


well as the Ceremonies, of the one, have been 
abundantly proved to be drawn from the other: 


But as we profeſs the only true, undefiled Reli -· 
gion, unmix' d with. heatheniſh and idolatrous 
Cuſtoms, we may juſtly ſupport ourſelves with 
this. comfortable Hope, that God ill be jealuus 

er this bis Land, and not ſuffer the ſincere 
Profeſſors of the true Faith to fall a Sacrifice 
to the Corrupters of it. Let us therefore bum- 
ble ourſelves under the mighty Hund of God, that 
he ny exalt us im due A 


Wirdy; The NO” fron to 118505 the 
Neceſſity of Humiliation, and, by that means, 
the more effectually to engage the Aſſiſtance of 
Heaven in our Favour, I ſhall repreſent to you 
the imminent Dangers, which lately threaten d 
us both Abroad and at Home, and which muſt 
Rill threaten us in a State of War. 


There is undoubted ly a more than ordinary 
Occaſion for our ſolemn Meeting at this Junc- 
ture, as we are engaged in War with two the 
moſt La Kingdoms in Europe. The 

Events 


k 221 

Events of all human Affairs are ddubtful; they 
oftentimes take: different Turns, than are uſually 

conceiv d: The deepeſt Penetration cannot al- 
ways foreſee the Accidents, which blaſt the beſt 
concerted Meaſures, and defeat the- moſt pro- 
bable Hopes of Succeſs, - But Events in War 
are, of all others, the moſt uncertain. - It often 
happens, that the moſt-powerful are ſubdued, 
and the braveſt are overcome : A ſudden Pan- 
nick has ſometimes ſeized upon an Army, and 
they, whom the Enemy on other Occaſions 
could not terrify, have been unaccountably put 
to Flight by themſelves, A ſingle Miſtake in 
Orders has given an amazing Turn to a Battle; 
and a ſingle Battle has determined the Fate of a 
whole Kingdom. What various Revolutions 
have been brought about in our own Country, 
where different Nations have govern'd. in their 
Turns, and, like ſo "many, fucereding Waves, 
have ſometimes plung d it into an Abyſs of Mi- 
ſery, and at other times carried it up, as it were, 
to the Heavens, —ſſtill liable to be again over 
whelm'd? Judge then the Neceſlity there is 
to make our National Addreſſes unto God, that 
He would vouchſafe to be the Almighty Leader 
of our Armies, and conduct us with Safety thro' 
all the Dangers, to which'in a Courſe of War we 
may be expoſed, ---- - Dangers, which neither the 
Wiſdom of Men can alwa foreſee, nor all 
their Power avert, - ben "the Afiſtance of 
"Cx - Providence 
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Providence. And let me further obſerve to you, 
that the War, wherein we are now engaged, 
is as fieree in its Nature, and as big with miſ- 
chievous Deſigns againſt this King and Kingdom, 
as ever was known. What a ſudden Attack 
was made upon our Army in Germany, without 
any previous Declaration of War,. without the. 
leaſt Complaint or Expoſtulation with us? Our 
Enemy indeed knew, that we came not to violate 
Treaties, but to fulfil them; not to: extend our 
Dominions, or invade thoſe of others; but to- 
affiſt a magnanimous Queen, a Friend and 
Ally to this Nation, - whoſe Rights, contrary to- 
all Honour, had been invaded ; and whoſe very 
Diftrefles might have moved a generous Prince: 
and Nation to have'ſuccour'd Her, had not the 
Faith due to Treatics engaged both in her 
Relief. But this Part of the Enemies Conduct 
is not equally to be condemn'd and abhorr'd 
with that, which follows. With what Rancour 
were the Inſtruments of War levell'd againſt the 
Perſon of our Sovereign? and leſt theſe ſhould 
not be effectually directed, with what Fury did 
a Body of Men, prodigal of cheir own Lives, 
and conſequently the more likely to be Maſters 
of other Men's, ruſh through the thickeſt of 
our Forces in their Way to our Monarch, with a a 
Reſolution to ſeize or deſtroy him. View now 
the Danger, with which our whole Kingdom was 
threaten'd, in that Danger, to which our Sove- 


reagn 
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reign was expoſed at that Juncture; and yet He 
ſtood firm and intrepid : Fur from being diſoon- 
certed by the Warmth” of the Attack, he was 
only the more animated by it, and encouraged 
his Troops to repell it by a moſt memorable * 
Slaughter of the Aſſailants: But yet the 
leſs he fear d for himſelf, every true Lover of 
his Country had the more to fear for him. I 
would not be thought deſirous of diſtinguiſſiing 
myſelf by Encomiums: But, as there is a Juſ- 
tice due to our very Enemies, it muſt not ſurely 
de denied to our Royal Defender. To proceed: 
After the unexpected and unſucceſsful Attack 

made upon our Forces in a diftant Country, one 
might rnd the Enemy would not be fo ies 
ward to attempt us in our own. But Ambition 
and Malice are ever reſtleſa. Not contented with 
projecting our Deſtruction Abroad, they reſolvid. 
if poſſible, to effect it at Home. They fitted 
out a moſt powerful Squadron, to favour and 
ſupport an intended Invaſion; and ſo far had 
they proceeded in it, that a very conſiderable 
Body of Troops, with all the various Inſtruments 
of Death, was embark'd: With 'theſe Prepara- 
tions they put to Sea; expecting to make a 
Voyage and a Conqueſt at the ſame time. But 
What Was it, that ſtopt the Progreſs of the ne- 
my? Not the A of our Fleets, 
which, tho' they deſpair d of overcoming, 
they hoped Waere een 


n 


* *% 4-4 


11 
It was not the Number of our Land Forces, 
which, I fear, had been far inferiour to theirs, 
had the whole regular Strength. of the King- 
dom been inſtantly drawn together. But it was 
ſolely and manifeſtly the Hand of God, which 
defeated their AeflruQtive Views: He, who 
commanded the Winds and the Seas, did with 
the Blaſt of his Diſpleaſure overwhelm: part of 
their Troops in the Deep, and ſuffer'd the. reſt 
to eſcape into their own Land, to proclaim and 
teſtify the Miſcarriage of their ambitious Enter- 
prize. How eaſily are all the Deſigns of Subtilty 
and Power defeated and overthrown, when God 
is pleaſed to come into the Work? The Waves 
of the Sea, when directed by Providence, became 
our Security ; they were, according to an Ex- 
Hand and on the left. Well therefore may we 
apply to ourſelves the Words of the Pialmiſt, 
124, I, 2, 37 4 # the Lord himſelf had nat, 
been on our Side, now may Iſrael ſay, if the Lord 
himſelf had not been on our Side when Men roſe up. 
againſt us, they had fwallow'd us up quick, when: 
they were ſo wrathfully diſpleaſed at us. Tra, the 
Waters bad drowned us, and the Stream had 
gone over our Soul; the deep M. aters of the Proud 
had, gone even over cur Soul, But tho' Providence, 
was ,pleaſed to interpoſe ſo remarkably in our 
Fawur, and to avert the impending Danger, 
He ſhew'd it ſo near to our View, on pur- 

HORS! | * pole 


1 5 3 
poſe that it might excite: in us a juſt Con- 
cern for our Safety, and move us in the hum- 
bleſt manner to implore the Continuance of 
God's Protection, that the Dangers, which we 
have hitherto eſcaped thro' . may ſtill by 
Him be ones remored far from us. 


1 hal clofe this Diſcourſe with an NENT 
tion oF two ſuitable to the | preſent Solemnity. 


Various are the Methods which Prov ns 
takes to puniſh a ſinful People; he afflicts them 
with F amine, with Peſtilence, or with the 
Sword; the laſt of which he is now pleaſed to 
ſend to. this Nation.. Nevertheleſs They, who 
are the Executioners of God's Wrath, and as 
the Plalmiſt fays, are Swords of his, do not 
ſtand excuſed. before Him ; hey are accollntable 
to Him for that reſtleſs and inſatiable Ambi- 
tion, which. has thrown States and Kingdoms, 
and Empires, into. Flames; fo that our Chaſtiſe- 
ment may be effected and revenged by the ſame 
' Almighty Hand. 


A g lab is 


But that we may be reſcued from the Ca- 
lamities of War, that ſevere Scourge of Provi- 
dence, let us add to our Prayers a moſt hearty 
| Concern for all our Sins, and an unanimous Re- 
' ſolution to depart from. them. For what De- 
 ſencecan we expect from God, whilſt, by a Con- 

1-769 tempt 
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tempt of his ſolemn Ordinances, we are warring 
againſt Him? or what Peace can we hope to ob- 
tain, whilſt our Vices ſet us at Variance with 
Him, who Alone can make our Enemies to be 
at Peace with. us? But a fincere Humiliation, 
and true Sorrow for our Offences will mitigate 
the Diſpleaſure of the Almighty, and change 
his Purpoſes in our Favour. Then God will 
deal with us, as he has done with other Nations, 
whoſe Deſtruction, we read in Scripture, he — 
threaten'd and even decreed ; and yet upon their 
Repentance he revers d the Sentence that went 
from him, he repented of the Evils denounced 
againſt them, and did them not. Jonah iii. 10. If 
'fome there are, who will ſtill be careleſs both of 
their own Lives and of the publick Welfare, if 
they will ſtill provoke God by their Acts of Diſ- 
* obedience and Contempt, God will puniſh them 
'in his own Time, and in his own Way; "and 
tho! He reſolves to ſave a whole Kingdom, He 
"may reſerve a few for Calamities of a more pri- 
vate Nature, when their Miſery or their Ruin 
will not affect that of others. 


Secondly. It is uſual on theſe Occaſions to re- 
— commend Unanimity and Zeal againſt the com- 
| mon Enemy : But I take this Part to be ſo need- 
' lefs at preſent, that I chuſe rather to congratu- 
late my Country « on that univerſal and noble In- 
"Uignation and Reſentment manifeſted in this Na 
tion 
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ERS gane WY Whilft our Ens 
mies Were coaſting along this Kingdom, expect- 
ing probably ſome Declaration or other in 
their Favour, they had not the leaſt diſtant 


Proſpect of any Encouragement. The Quiet; 


wich they found in the Land, did, I. queſtion 


not, ſtun them as it were, and confougd them; 


Had they come upon our Coaſts witch no other 
View than that of an immediate Inſurrection; 


Tho imaginary DilaffeQion to the preſent Go- 
vernment, which they thought would have txi- 


pen'd at once into Rebellion, no where appear d. 
Clamours and Diſcontents Were not heard: The 


natural Strife of Parties ceas d. Inſtead of going 
over to the Enemy, re 
| were crowding to their Sovereign, to aſſure Him 
of their Support, at the Hazard of All they poſ- 
ſd or enjoy d, being confident, that they 
could poſſeſs or enjoy nothing under an arbitrary 


Government. This was the true Spirit of Bri-- 


tons, Friends to Laws, Liberty and Religion, 


which they derived from their Anceſtors, , and 


would perpetuate, if poſiible, to their Poſterity. 
Thirdly : The Remarkable Share. of Danger, 


which our heroick. Sovereign took upon hinaſelf 
in the late Battle, and which on all proper 


Occafions He is till ready again to undergo; 
e x porting upmer 2 pack 
| BD 


the very Silence would have | terrified them: 
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| 
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ſeatter Diſcord and Confuſion in the Camp 


God to. 8 upon Him ſreſh Inſtances 
of His peculiar Protection, to give a Blefling 
on his Arms and his Councils; to cement a 
laſting Harmony, and maintain the preſent 
Union amongſt his Allies and his People; to 
of his 
Enemies, and to blaſt all their perfidious Machi- 
nations 3 and laſtly, to continue his Crown, with 
all | fpiritual and temporal Felicitics, on His 
Royal Family, that, together with It, Peace and 


Happineſs, Truth and Juftice, Religion and Pia, 


may be eftabliſh'd amongft us throughout all Gene- 
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Which God of his infinite Mercy grant, Kc. 
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